
The “European construction” was
not only an economic or
geopolitical project. It was carried
and nourished by a meta-political
ambition which aimed at
renouncing 30 years of wars and
liberticidal ideologies in order to
renew with the humanistic culture
that Europe had itself given birth
to. 
It was necessary to inscribe the
destiny of Europe in an axological
heritage based on the rediscovery
of the Erasmian ideal and the
promise of Age of
“Enlightenment”. Europe, contrary
to what its detractors would have
us believe, is not only a community
of interests and cannot be
summarized in a past of world
domination: it is first of all a telos. 

 
In the last decades, the concept of Cultural
Heritage has been greatly expanded,
especially in the integration of different
intangible aspects. In addition to events such
as dance, festivities, music, mythology,
among many others, traditional knowledge
linked to the relationship between man and
the environment was highlighted. Here, for
example, fits the concept of Cultural
Landscapes and, also, the different practices
and knowledge in the management of
Nature.
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The monuments and works of art which power of attraction
and fascination is projected in historical time, requesting a
continuous process of fruition, analysis and criticism, are
also characterized by their immense physical fragility. In
fact, the threats that hover over their material integrity are
not just due to natural causes or cyclical calamities, but also
to abandonment, lack of preventive care, poor restoration
and, above all, vandalic acts of iconoclasm that mutilate or
destroy. The latter, always self-justified in the name of
combating "idolatry", "degenerate art", "contaminated arts",
"historical pseudo-interpretations" or "taste criteria", require
a deep analysis on the part of art historians, conservation
and restoration technicians, museologists, heritage
technicians and the community in general, to better
understand themselves and denounce their “reasons”. 

– Pr. Vítor Serrão

– Pr. Erika M. Robrahn-González

– Pr. Robert Belot
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This conference represents a virtual
discussion forum focused on Heritage,
thus addressing its relevance, diversity

and social meaning, taking into
account a growing, diverse and shifting

European population.  

Moreover, it is
fundamental to enhance
the role of heritage
through a multi-layered
strategy that
encompasses
fundamental themes of
landscape management,
such as settlement
organization, health and
well-being, as well as
intercultural and
economic dynamics, such
as human rights, tourism
or the arts. 

Pursuing this mission,it
is important to foster
the understanding of
tangible and intangible
heritage preservation,
as a key domain of
multidisciplinary
collaboration, which
draws on the
Humanities in order to
generate sustainable
scientific and
technological solutions

Expert speeches aim at compiling different
points of view which will be then included in a
document that summarizes the importance of
the Humanities influence  on  society while also
tackling multidisciplinary dynamics as an
education and RD&I strategy for meaningful
problem solving. This document will be
presented at the European Humanities
Conference.

It will be held on 5th-7th May 2021,
in Portugal, an event co-organized by
the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the International Council
for Philosophy and Human Sciences
(CIPSH) and the Portuguese
Foundation for Science and
Technology (FCT), within the scope
of the program of the Portuguese
Presidency of the Council of the
European Union.
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